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Tribal Government Services - Ap

Mr. Jerry D. Jackson
P.C. Box 14 .
Jena, Louisiana 71342

Dear Mr. Jackson:

File Copy
Surname

The Branch of Acknovledgment and Research has completed a review of the Jena

Band of Choctaws’ response to our letter of Se

ptember 11, 1986, concerning

obvious deficiencies and significant omissions noted in the group's petition
for Federal acknowledgment under 45 CFR 83. Your petition will be placed with

those petitions that are ready for active consideration.

Priority among

documented petitjions that are ready for active consideration, hovever, is
determined by the date of the initial request for acknowledgment and the
length of time the petition has been awaiting active censideration. The

waiting time among "ready” petitions may be as long as two years.

We encourage you during this period to provide additionail description and
documentation regarding the social community and political Processes of the

Jena Band. These areas are discussed at length below,

elaborating on the

type of discussion and description that we were requesiing in our obvious

deficiency letter. Ve urge vyou to make every effort

provide the

information requested below in as much detail as possible in order that ¥e can

evaluate the petition adequately.

Also enclosed is a list which includes a variety of documents and publications

mentioned and/or cited angd relied wupon by the

materials were not submitted with the petition.
in the obvious deficiency 1letter, but copies
response to the letter.

petition.
The materials were requested
provided in your

The requestead

With the requested documentation, the Acknovledgment staff can fully evaluate

the petition when it is placed on active consideration.

The staff's research

during active ronsideration is for the purpose of verifying and/or elaborating
on an already complete petition. The Acknowledgment staff may be unable to do
the research hecessary to fill in gaps in the petition on behalf of the

petitioner to the extent they have done in the past.

While your response to the obvious deficiency letter provided more information

about the community, it was net  very detailed.
discussion and description that demonstrates commuhity

would still like a
cohesiveness. This

should include descriptions of churches, it any, associated with the group,
funerals, weddings, and visiting patterns and any other functions or socjal

patterns that demonstrate the cohesiveness of the community.

Mention is made

on page 35 of the second volume of the obvious deficiency response that tribaj

tradition forbids "group sessions." Please
tradition.
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Ré’laf‘ionships with other Inpdiap groups are wentioned, puv epere wvas little
about such relationships other than that certain Jena individuals have
occasionally interacteg With other groups in the past 5p4 that other groups
have had occasiopa) contact with Jena. Both past apa Present interaction

betvween Jepa and  ather Indiap groups, especially the KisSJSSippi Choctavs,
shoulgd be discussed jg ®ore detaj).

Hore elaboration is needed on the governmental system of the Jens Rapg past
and present. TIf the "elders" governed informally prior to the freation of the
Jena Band's formal governing body in 1974, ge would like to have POre <penifjc
examples of what their governing functions were considered to e Within the
community, i.e.. hew these dindividuajs maintained political influence or
aunthority over the grour’'s mepbers. Were there other important triba)
Positions  hesides chief? ¥as there an informal council of clderg? Did the
chief confer ¥irh others and/or seek g consensus before Paking derisions?
¥hat, if any, sanctions could the chief impose onp thuse who ignored or
rejected hig authority/influence {e.qg., oﬁtracism or forced exile from the
community)? Also, more description of the current leaders’ interactiog ¥ithin
the  group wonid assist in understanding the role of the Jeader iy relationship
tc the rest of the members of the Jena Bandg,

We suggest that the group keep its membership ligr current hy recording new
births and fdeaths whian %11l take Place in the interim between December 1,
1984, and the date when the aroup's petition is plared op active
considerationp. When the gronp is notified that the peritinog ig being placeqd
on  active consideration, a4 supplemental Jigt should be submitted to he
Attached to yonr Tist of December 1, 1ougyg This list shoulq include those
additions to the membershiv, auch as newborn infants, who are considered to be
menherg and thosge individuals whe were inadvertantly onitted from  the
December 1, 1984, Jist. The supplemental list should also note thosge mephers
o0 the Derepber 1, 1428, 1ist who are Se2ceaged,  YF recognized, the ligr of
members  submitteq for acknowledgment Purpnses  ¥iil hecope the arcup's base
rell  for  Hureay Purposes and, s surh, will be binding on the grour for some
time to rope, except for pinor correctinng.

The Reknovledgpent staff ¥i1l ke in touch ¥1th yeu by telephone to diseucs the
infarmatian requested ahecve. They wiltl re appy to answer any questiosn you
DAY have at thar time Should additinnal 13t3 be needed or quastions arise in
the future as a rezult nf BN-going research dnring active consideration, we
reserve  the right te reqiuest this inforpatiag. Should vou have any fguestions
regarding this tetter and the infarmatijon that has been tequested, nlease don
not  hesitate tq contact the Aokpowledgment staff at (202) 343-3568 . or write
Burean of Tndian Affairs, Branch of kcknowledgnent and Researcsh, Hajil Stop
32-STB, 18&th angd ¢ Streets, N.¥W.. Washingten, p.e. 20240,

Sincerely,

Deputy to the Assistant Secretary -
Tndian Rffairs (Tribal Services)

Fnclosnre

S

‘ i ent
United States U)epaﬂment of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgm
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Documents and Publications ohich wnuld be nuseful

The fellawing list ~f source materials, ~ifad on pages 1i-36 of the petition,
was nrot submitted with cither the petition or the obvious deficiency response.
artive cnnsideration of the petition would e speeded ronsiderably if the group
~ould submit theses vefsrances:

177% Spanish wmap showing “Choctaw Territory” cited in the first
paragraph on page 33,
John  Sihley's Reports on Jena Band, 1303- , frem A Report from
Natchitoches sr 1807 (New York: Huseum of tha American Indian, 1922).
page 25.

Zebulon Pike's map indicating prsiticn of tribe from The Expedition of
Zebulon Montguwery Pike ..., volume 1T, Waps.

Nescrirtian ~if Choctaws en the lower Cuachita and Catahoula Rivers by
¥1111iam  TBonbar  and  George Hunter, 1305, from American State Papers:
Tndiap Affairz {Washingten: Gales and Searon, 18342, 1: 731-743.
Bezcription of Choctaws in  the above avea by <.C. Robin, 1803-1805,
from hiz Voyage to Louisiapa, 1803-1800 {reprint, Mew Orleans: Pelican
Publishing Co., 1966).

Francis JXavier Martin's 1ioccation of Choctaws using 1805 census. from
his History ~f Louisiana from the Rarliest Periad (reprint of the third
edition, ¥ew Drleans, 1966).

T addition, we wonld appreciate all referencess to the Jena Band found in the
faliewing works:

Hary Joyce Furser, "The Administration of Indian :ffairs in Louisiana,™
H.A. thesis, Louisiana State Upiversirty, 1961

Lenisiana State University, Bureau nf Fducational Materials,
Statistics, and Research, The Indians of Louisiana, 1945,

Caroline Dorman, unpublished fieldnotes, 1930-1941. Northwaestern State
University of Louisiana Archives, Natchitaches, lLowisiana.

Julia K. Garrett, "Doctor John Sibley on the Jouisiana-Texas Frontier,
1803~1914," Southwesterm Historical Quarterly, 1942-1946.

Dennis A. Booker, “Indian Tdentity in DLouisiana.” M.A. Thesis,
Louisiana State University, 1973,
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cc: Gaverpor Edwin W, Edwards
Attorney General William J. Guste
Senator John B. Rreaux
Senator J. Bennett Johnston
Congressman Buddy Rremer
Congressman Richard Hugh Baker
Congressman Thomas J. Huckaby
Congressman James Alis~n Hayes
Conqgressman B1lly Tanzin
Congressman Clyde C. Holloway

Diana Williawsen, Goveronnr's Commissinn on Indian Affairs

Jeanette A. Campns, Tnatitute for TIndian Devalapment

Billie D. Ort, FRastarn area Office
Robert C. Benn, Choctaw Agency
Fred Benton, Jr.

ce: §E£g§me:Chron:400:440RF:440B:
Holdup:BDThompson:msb:9/30/87:JENA-OD
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